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“T have often thought that nothing would do more ex- 
tensive good at small expense than the establishment of a 
small circulating library in every county, to consist of a 
few well-chosen books, to be lent to the people of the county, 
under such regulations as would secure their safe return in 
due time.” 


THOMAS JEFFERSON. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE TO I. L. A. 


By SUE OSMOTHERLY, President, Illinois Library Association 


The Illinois Library Association finds 
itself entering upon a new year with 
high hopes of its being one of truly 
constructive work. After making one 
notable goal, as Miss Wright put it in 
her annual report of the Planning 
Board, we are spurred on to other ob- 
jectives. 


It is hoped that the year’s work will 
result in a state-wide plan which will 
set forth the library resources of Illi- 
nois in public, school or special libraries 
and map out a scheme for the success- 
ful utilization of those resources to the 
benefit of the people throughout the 
State whether they live in congested 
cities or the sparsely settled rural areas. 
Where facilities are found to be in- 
adequate, suggestions will be made for 
supplying immediate needs together 
with recommendations for a long time 
program, applying to the State as a 
whole. 


Within this year the tax supported 
libraries will have had an opportunity 
to demonstrate that they use wisely 
and well the resources made available 
to them from state funds. By their 
prudence they will show the feasibility 
and desirability of continued state aid, 
should the state plan suggest it. 


To produce a creditable plan the 
Planning Board will need the help of 
every librarian who can make known 
the resources of his library, its signifi- 
cant activities, its needs and the needs 
of the surrounding area together with 
the possibilities of coordination of 
effort with those of neighboring 
librarians. 


With increased demands and en- 
larged facilities improvement in service 
is but another phase of our develop- 
ment, therefore the state plan will no 
doubt call for certification or some de- 
vice which will insure the employment 
of suitable personnel. 


To accomplish all this may be the 
work of many years but to move for- 


ward in a well considered course is. 


the demand of the present. 
Following are the committees for the 
year 1936: 


PLANNING BOARD 


Arnold H. Trotier, Chairman. 
Ida F. Wright. 

Effie Lansden. 

Alice Williams. 

Anna May Price. 

Michael F. Gallagher. 

Rev. J. H. Gardner. 

N. R. Levin. 


LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 


Michael F. Gallagher, Chairman. 
Carl B. Roden. 

Arthur R. Hall. 

Anna May Price. 

Franklin Shilling. 

Dr. E. G. C. Williams. 

Mrs. Paul Burt. 

Earl W. Browning. 

Helene H. Rogers. 


PusLiciry COMMITTEE. 


Isabel G. Horne, Chairman. 
Bernice Wiedemann. 

Alice Wesley. 

Pearl Field. 

Maybelle Leland. 


CERTIFICATION BOARD 
P. L. Windsor, Chairman (Ex-officio). 


Anna May Price, Secretary (Ex-officio). 


Porter Paddock (Term expires 1937). 
Alice Williams (Term expires 1938). 


Mrs. L. O. Hackett (Term expires 1939). 
Thelma Van Ness (Term expires 1940). 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Marcia Wheeler, Chairman. 
Elizabeth Windsor. 
Bethania Smith. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


Mary Booth, Chairman. 
Ida F. Wright. 
Minnie A. Dill. 


In CHARGE OF EXHIBITS 
Mary Bigelow. 
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STATE AID FOR LIBRARIES 


“The Council of the American 
Library Association, in session in Chi- 
cago on December 31, 1935, reaffirms 
its interest in state aid for libraries. 
It believes that increased demands for 
library service, coupled with reduced 
library appropriations and the shifting 
of revenues from local units to states, 
emphasize the need for financial help 
from other than local sources. 

“The Council believes also that state 
aid for libraries would tend to equalize 
the distribution of library facilities. 
The Council therefore urges the Ex- 
ecutive Board and the officials of the 
American Library Association to take 
measures that will present this need to 
planning boards, library associations, 
and library extension agencies in the 
various states.” 

The above resolution was adopted by 
the Council of the American Library 


Association December 31 at its Mid- 
winter Conference, on motion of Jud- 
son T. Jennings, librarian, Seattle 
Public Library. 

Mr. Jennings had led the discussion 
meeting on state aid held December 30 
under the auspices of the National 
Planning Committee, the Library Ex- 
tension Board and the League of 
Library Commissions. 

The state appropriations for libraries 
by Illinois and Ohio were pointed out 
as evidences of the awakening of states 
to their responsibility in providing 
library service. Some ten eastern states 
have had state aid for many years. 

Those present both at the discussion 
meeting and at the Council indicated 
their belief that state aid is needed in 
view of the shrinkage of local revenues 
and in some instances because of the 
enactment of local tax limitation laws. 


LIBRARIES OBSERVE CARNEGIE CENTENARY 


Illinois Carnegie libraries fittingly 
observed the hundredth anniversary of 
Andrew Carnegie’s birth November 25. 
Carnegie and the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion, which he founded to carry out his 
philanthropic program, have given one 
hundred and three buildings to libraries 
in Illinois. The gift included only the 
building, the site and maintenance be- 
ing provided by the community, either 
through taxes or through other gifts. 

Many libraries held special programs 
honoring Andrew Carnegie and his gift 


to their local communities. Radio 
talks were given; newspaper articles 
published; and the Carnegie portrait 
and seven posters given by the Carnegie 
Corporation, books and other material 
pertaining to Carnegie and to the 
library displayed. 

A number of libraries, in their pro- 
grams and newspaper articles, reviewed 
the history of the local organization, 
pointing out the progress of library 
service in the community. 
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OTTAWA LIBRARY PLANNED A CENTURY AGO* 


A century ago in the wilderness of 
LaSalle County, stretching to the Wis- 
consin line and with an area of 5,000 
square miles, as compared with its 
1,150 of today, a little group of earnest 
pioneers, fired with the thirst for 
knowledge and determined that they 
and their children should become ac- 
quainted with the best in literature, 
took steps towards organizing a public 
library in Ottawa. 

It was possibly the first library as- 
sociation organized in all that vast 
territory, with its scattered pioneers in 
their log cabins, its many platted towns 
and its few remaining Indians. It was 
also probably one of the first of its 
kind organized in a huge stretch of 
virgin country taking in not only Illi- 
nois but adjoining Wisconsin and Iowa. 

The record of proceedings of Octo- 
ber 10, 1835 as filed with the county 
commissioners on December 7, 1835, by 
Henry Green was as follows: 

. To the clerk of the county court— 
ir: 

“You are hereby notified that an as- 
sociation has been formed at Ottawa 
for instituting and erecting a public 
library. The amount of funds required 
by statute having been subscribed and 
a meeting of members consisting of the 
requisite number was held on the 10th 
of October, 1935, at the court house in 
Ottawa, the place previously agreed 
upon, whereupon I was appointed chair- 
man and the following persons elected 
trustees of said institution: Benjamin 
Thompson, Loring Delano, Henry L. 
Brush, Constant Abbott, G. Smith and 
myself. 

“Furthermore, you are respectfully 
requested to file the certificate and at 
the next term of your court to copy 
the same upon your records pursuant 
to statute in such case made and pro- 
vided.” 

Joe Cloud was clerk of the county 
court at that time and the record of 
filing of the library association was in 
the handwriting of Henry P. Brush, 


* Reprinted from the Ottawa Republican 


listed as a deputy county clerk. The 
county commissioners then were Isaac 
Dimmick, George Heavenhill and Ben- 
jamin Thurston. The occasion was the 
regular meeting of the commissioners. 
The old records are in the office of 
George A. Hunter, present county 
clerk. 

But four years were to pass before 
steps to have a library in the growing 
little pioneer town at the mouth of the 
Fox and Illinois rivers, were again 
taken. 

Panic had swept the middle west and 
the rest of the nation. There was no 
money. Funds of the library associa- 
tion were probably swallowed up in 
the crash which left farmers and mer- 
chants without money, halted work on 
the Illinois-Michigan canal and gave 
the settlement of the county a severe 
set-back. 

Then in February, 1839, a library 
association was again formed in Ot- 
tawa. March 4, 1839, formal notice of 
its organization was given the county 
clerk. . 

The notice filed on that day reads: 

“On this day the clerk in accordance 
with the statutes of the state—copied 
a certificate of the Ottawa Library As- 
sociation which is in the words follow- 
ing, to-wit: to the clerk of the county 
of LaSalle, State of Illinois: In con- 
formity to the articles and acts to in- 
corporate such persons as this will 
associate for the purpose of building 
and erecting a library, in force January 
31, 1823. 

“A meeting of the subscribers of the 
Library Association was held according 
to the previous agreements at the Man- 
sion house of Messrs. Mulford and 
Wells in the town of Ottawa on the 
second Tuesday in February, 1839, for 
the purpose of electing trustees of the 
aforesaid association, it being ascer- 
tained that of ninety-nine persons, be- 
ing the whole number of subscribers 
to the said association, there were pres- 
ent at the said meeting 72 subscribers. 


Times of Oct. 10, 1935. 
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The meeting was called to order and 
Madison E. Hollister, one of the mem- 
bers thereof, was chosen chairman. 

“A resolution was moved and adopted 
that there shall be seven trustees 
chosen. Thereupon the meeting moved 
to ballot and on counting the ballots it 
appears that there were 72 votes given 
of which sum George B. Macy had 
72 votes, Chester B. Hall 70, Lorenzo 
Leland 60, Michael Ryan 55, Madison 
Hollister 53, Jesse J. Everett 45, 
Joseph Hall 36, George E. Walker 36, 
Randolph Sizer 21, E. Hallandes 16, 
W. T. 8. Lavinia 14, William Gage 1, 
J. J. Hitt 1, William Gage 1, James 
W. Roberts 1, William Haskell 1, and 
A. Pizter 1. 

“Thereupon it was declared that 
George B. Macy, Chester B. Hall, 
Lorenzo Leland, Michael Ryan, Madi- 
son E. Hollister, Jesse J. Everett and 
Joseph Hall having a plurality of votes, 
were elected trustees of the said incor- 
poration. 

“Now therefore in conformity to the 
above section act, I, Madison E. Hol- 
lister, chairman of the said meeting, 
do hereby certify that George B. Macy, 
Chester B. Hall, Lorenzo Leland, 
Michael Ryan, Madison E. Hollister, 
Jesse J. Everett, and Joseph Hall were 
duly elected trustees of the Ottawa 
Library Association for the ensuing 
year and that the said incorporation 
be known by the name and style of the 
Ottawa Library Association. 

“Dated this day, February 13, 1839. 

“(Signed) Madison E. Hollister.” 

Fourteen years later the yellowed 
files of the old Ottawa Free Trader 
Journal in Reddick’s Library carried 
notice of the formation of the Ottawa 
Literary Association. A year later ap- 
pears the notice of the annual meeting 
of the association. 

The notice on September 9, 1854, 
couched in the language of the day, 
odd to the present generation of news- 
paper readers, said: 

“The Ottawa Literary Association 
held their annual meeting and organ- 
ized for the fall and winter campaign. 
The association has grown up silently 
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among us and although comparatively 
few men seem to know the facts it is 
a fixed institution of no mean impor- 
tance. It is regularly incorporated, has 
a library of over 300 volumes con- 
stantly circulating and holds weekly 
meetings at which scientific and other 
questions are discussed by some of our 
most intelligent mechanics and pro- 
fessional men and able and original es- 
says are read. During the coming 
winter it is proposed to have a regular 
series of lectures from the ablest men 
of the country such as Emerson, Gree- 
ley and Saxe. It eminently deserves 
and we do bespeak for it the kindly 
interest of our people.” 

Officers elected for the quarter were 
Thomas Bassnet, president; Dr. J. O. 
Harris, secretary and librarian; Wil- 
liam B. Fyfe, vice-president; Joseph 
Stout, treasurer; George S. Stebbins, 
editor. The trustees were C. Hard, 
R. M. McArthur, George W. Pearse. 

Weekly meetings on Tuesday night 
were held in Dr. Harris’ office. 

For mental exercise, for their benefit 
and those present at the public meet- 
ings held in the third county court 
house or in Fisher’s hall, the associa- 
tion members debated such weighty 
topics as the following: 

The phenomena known as spiritual 
manifestation are caused by dismem- 
bered spirits. Infidel works should be 
suppressed. The execution of Mary 
Stuart by Queen Elizabeth was justi- 
fiable. The geological assumption of 
the earth’s immense pre-Adamic age is 
supported by reliable data. 

These topics were actually debated. 
On the last question a pair of pioneer 
ministers of the city, Rev. M. K. 
Whittlesy and Rev. George Schlosser, 
locked horns. 

Financial difficulties, perhaps in- 
duced by the hard times of 1857, struck 
the association. Another association 
known as the Young Men’s Library 
Association offered to take over the 
debts and the library of the association 
but the deal apparently fell through. 

Some time in the quarter century 
that passed between the time ihe liter- 
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ary association made its last gasp and 
the death of William Reddick in 1885, 
who left his beautiful home and a large 
sum of money for a public library in 
Ottawa, there was organized the Young 
Ladies’ Temperance Library. 


When the Reddick Library board was 
organized the young women turned 
over to the new library 400 books. 
Other books given the library were 
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works of scientific and literary nature 
from European libraries. 

Such was the history of the 50 years’ 
struggle to organize and keep in oper- 
ation in Ottawa a library, started when 
there were only a few homes in the 
town, good roads were few and far 
between, there were no canals or rail- 
roads in Ottawa and news from the 
east took weeks to reach the little 
hamlet in northern Illinois. 


TAX ASSESSMENT PRACTICES: A BOOK LIST 


A growing interest in the issue of 
taxation is evidenced throughout the 
United States. Taxes are being scruti- 
nized, and tax reduction movements 
organized. 

In Illinois local governmental func- 
tions are chiefly dependent upon the 
assessment of taxes on real property. 
The library tax is one of those levied 
on real estate. Due to a reduction in 
local property valuation, the library 
revenues in many communities are 
shrinking to such an extent that some 
other means of financing the library 
program may have to be found. 

The state sales tax has for the pres- 
ent superseded the state property tax, 
but there is a possibility that later a 
state tax on real property may again 
be levied. 

In view of the importance of the 
tax situation and the many govern- 
mental functions dependent upon the 
real property valuation, the Library 
Extension Division has purchased a 
group of books on assessment practices, 
as suggested by Simeon E. Leland of 
the Illinois Tax Commission. These 
books are available to all employees of 
the State Tax Commission and to any 
resident of Illinois. 


LIST OF BOOKS ON ASSESSMENT 
PRACTICES 


By Srmeon E. LELAND, Tax Commission, 
Illinois 
Assessment Manuals 
BoreckH, E. H. Manual of appraising. 
CLEMINSHAW, J. M., Co. Appraisers’ 
manual, 1932. 
———————. Supplement. 1934. 
McMicuHaet, S. L. Appraisal manual. 
Prouty, W. L., CoLttins, C. W. and Progty, 
F. H. Appraisers’ and assessors’ man- 
ual. 


UsHer, T. B. Assessors’ manual. 

ZANGERLE, J. A. Principles of real estate 
appraising. 

Books, Pamphlets and Reports 

ARTHUR, WILLIAM. Appraisers’ and ad- 
justers’ handbook. 

Bascock, F. M. The appraisal of real 
estate. 

Real estate valuation; a 
statement of the appraisal problem and 
a discussion of the principles involved 
in the development of valuation 
methods. 

Valuation of real estate. 

Barnes, F. E. Estimating building costs 
and appraising buildings. 

DineMAN, C. F. Estimating building 
costs. 

Grimes, J. A. and Craigur, W. H. Prin- 
ciples of valuation. 

Howe, F. C. The scientific appraisal of 
real estate as a basis for taxation. 

Hoyt, Homer. One hundred years of 
land values in Chicago, 1830-1933. 

JENSEN, J. P. Property taxation in the 
United States. 

Tax exemption as a means 
of encouragement to industry. 

Knox, C. C. Principles of real estate ap- 
praising. 

Lutz, H. L. The state tax commission; 
a study of the development and results 
of state control over the assessment of 
property for taxation. 

ParKs, FRANK. Taxation by valuation 
and the evils thereof. 

PoLtock, W. W. and ScHotz, W. H. The 
science and practice of -urban land 
valuation and exposition of the Somers 
unit system. 

Sauiers, E. A. Principles of depreciation. 

ScHEFTEL, YETTA. Taxation of land values. 

Stmpson, H. D. The tax situation in 
Illinois. 


Tax racket and tax reform 
in Chicago. 

Topin, C. J. and Torman, L. L. The ex- 
emption from taxation of privately 
owned real property used for religious, 
charitable and educational purposes in 
New York State. 
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PARENTS’ BOOKSHELVES 


By MRS. H. M. MULBERRY, State Chairman, Children’s Reading and Library Service, 
Illinois Congress of Parents and Teachers, Chicago 


The Illinois Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, through its local groups 
throughout the State, is promoting the 
idea of parents’ bookshelves in the 
public libraries of Illinois. The plan 
is to have the library assemble a col- 
lection of the best books, some new, 
some old, of especial interest and value 
to parents and keep them on a separate 
shelf labelled “The Parent-Teacher 
Bookshelf,” or “The Parents’ Book- 
shelf.” These collections should in- 
clude some of the publications of the 
National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, such as their Fourth Parent 
Education Yearbook, their book on 
Homemaking, Our Public Schools, and 
the Manual (which are very inexpens- 
ive), the best books which the library 
already has in stock on subjects such 
as child psychology, parent education, 


diet and health, and so on, and some 
new books on these same subjects. 

The parent-teacher people are urging 
their members to hold meetings of their 
study classes and arrange tours in the 
libraries so that they may receive in- 
struction on the use of the library and 
become familiar with the parent-teacher 
bookshelf. They plan to give it pub- 
licity at their meetings and see that 
their members actually do use and 
profit from the collection. 

The Chicago Public Library is co- 
operating in the project wholeheartedly 
and has already placed a sizeable order 
for books for these parent-teacher book- 
shelves to be established in the main 
library and branches. Other libraries 
are making similar plans throughout 
the State and it is hoped the project 
will be of mutual benefit to both the 
libraries and the Illinois Congress. 


A. L. A. MIDWINTER CONFERENCE 


More than 500 librarians, library 
trustees and others interested in 
libraries, met in Chicago for the Mid- 
winter Conference of the American 
Library Association, December 30 to 
January 1. 


One of the most important resolu- 
tions passed by the Council reaffirmed 
its interest in state aid. The full text 
of the resolution is printed elsewhere 
in this issue. 


The Council voted to discontinue the 
Committee on Library Work with Chil- 
dren, and the School Library Com- 
mittee. The work of these committees 
will be carried on by the Board of 
Library Service to Children and Young 
People in Public Libraries and Schools. 
A School and Children’s Library Divi- 
sion has been organized at the A. L. A. 
to represent this new board. 


The Committee on Annuities and 
Pensions reported to the Council on 


the A. L. A. retirement plan, stressing 
that the original premium costs of the 
annuity were guaranteed only until 
April, 1938. Since the cost of com- 
parable retirement plans has increased 
20 per cent or more, librarians were 
urged to take advantage of the low 
rates. 

An organization meeting of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the ‘Trustees 
Section was-held to consider the newly 
drafted by-laws and constitution. 

An extensive exhibit of film repro- 
ducing devices were shown at the meet- 
ing of the university, college and refer- 
ence librarians. The advantages and 
disadvantages of various methods of 
reproducing archives, newspapers and 
books on films were discussed. 

Other sessions were that of the 
Normal School and Teachers College 
Librarians, the Junior Members Round 
Table, and the Archives and Libraries 
Round Table. 








8 ILLINOIS LIBRARIES 


[January, 1936 


THE TALKING BOOK FOR THE BLIND* 


By RUTH KILLOCH, Head, Department of Work with the Blind, Yonkers, N. Y., 
Public Library 


The talking book machine is a com- 
paratively new invention sponsored by 
the American Foundation for the 
Blind. It was invented by J. O. Kle- 
ber, chief engineer of that organiza- 
tion. It comes as a boon to the 64,000 
blind in this country, only 25 per cent 
of whom can read _ independently 
through the medium of Braille. There 
are now approximately 1900 talking 
book machines in use. This number 
increases daily as the various organiza- 
tions interested in work with the blind 
provide additional machines. 

In appearance, the machine is like 
a large, black suitcase weighing about 
30 pounds. It has three functions. It 
can be operated as a radio, a victrola, 
or a talking book machine, and is eas- 
ily controlled by a blind user. 

The machine is made in four mod- 
els: a spring-driven model with head- 
phones and no radio costing $22; an 
electric model with radio which oper- 
ates on alternating current and costs 
$42; an electric model with radio 
which operates on either alternating or 
direct current and costs $45; and a 
new model with headphones but no 
loud-speaker costing $25. This latter 
model is constructed for either alter- 
nating or direct current and may be 
connected with the owner’s radio for 
amplification if desired. 

In the laboratory of the American 
Foundation for the Blind in New York 
City the books are recorded. Through 
the kindness of the publishers this is 
done without royalty. Many of the 
classics as well as recent publications 
have been made into talking books. 
The recording is done on sets of rec- 


ords made of semi-flexible material to 
reduce breakage. The reading is done 
by trained voices and the average novel 
requires 12 records similar to ordinary 
victrola records. Each side plays 18 
minutes at 3314 revolutions per min- 
ute. 

In order to finance the making of 
these records Congress has granted an 
annual appropriation of $75,000. The 
records thus become the property of 
the Library of Congress and are loaned 
to the Braille depositories scattered 
through the country. They in turn 
loan them to blind borrowers. The 
records may be sent through the mail 
free of charge in government contain- 
ers especially made for talking books. 

Since the American Foundation for 
the Blind cannot afford to sell 
machines on the installment plan and 
many blind people cannot buy in any 
other way, some arrangement must be 
made to finance the sales. Into this 
breach the library may step by coord- 
inating, as was done in Yonkers, the 
various organizations interested in 
work with the blind. Through demon- 
strations and speeches a revolving fund 
may be established to buy machines 
outright from the Foundation and 
these machines may then be sold, on 
some installment arrangement, to the 
blind. Some member of the library 
staff may then aid the owners of 
machines in their reading by suggest- 
ing titles that are available and by tell- 
ing them when and where they are 
available. In this way the library may 
give a service quite in keeping with its 
usual duty, namely, that of supplying 
the book needs of its community. 


* Reprinted from the Gaylord Triangle for December, 1935. 
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A PICTURE-FILE EXHIBIT 


By MINNIE A. DILL, Librarian, Decatur Public Library 


Decatur Public Library has had pic- 
ture files for a long time, both in the 
adult and in the children’s department, 
and new pictures have been added as 
often as a busy staff could find time 
for the necessary clipping, sorting, and 
mounting. The picture circulation 
has been very gratifying; but the adult 
file has had to stand in a rather out-of- 
the-way corner, and we felt that there 
were many people who did not know 
about it. So, having an extra fine lot 
of new pictures ready, we decided to 
make an exhibit which should bring 
this branch of the library’s service to 
the attention of those who had not 
heretofore realized it. 

There was only one place in our 
otherwise crowded building where an 
exhibit could be staged,—the rear of 
our new stack room on the main floor, 
which is temporarily empty till such 
time as additional stacks are needed. 
Here we had plenty of space and light, 
as there are windows on three sides. 
The wall space was limited, and we 
were puzzled how to use it, for it was 
unthinkable to put tacks or nails of 
any kind into the smooth new plaster. 
The pictures were on manila mounts, 
fourteen by ten or ten by seven and a 
half, and therefore neither large nor 
stiff enough to be hung from wires or 
cords; besides, wires and cords have 
to be fastened to something. Finally 
we fell back on the librarian’s stand- 
by, wrapping paper. With a good roll 
of heavy paper in the work-room, we 
are like Anne Lindbergh with her ex- 
tra handkerchief,—ready for almost 
anything ! 

Eight strips were measured to fit 
eight panels between windows, and the 
staff artist lettered a large heading on 
each. The subjects chosen were: Bi- 
ography, Geography, English Inns, 
Roman Civilization, England—Social 
Life and Customs, Medieval Life, His- 
toric Houses, and Ancient Greece. 
Under each heading a few of the best 
pictures on the subject were grouped, 
and attached to the paper by the least 


possible paste at the corners. It took 
one hammer, two footstools, three 
girls, and a handful of linoleum nails 
to affix the papers to the walls, but 
when at last accomplished the effect 
was very good. The nails were used 
sparingly, and so cunningly inserted 
into the window-casings as to defy 
criticism. 


With the walls once dressed up, the 
rest was easy. The large bulletin 
board was borrowed from Delivery 
Hall, and filled with pictures of illum- 
inated manuscripts which are much 
appreciated by the art classes at High 
School. Four small bulletin boards in 
a row just covered the banister of the 
stairway to the basement. They were 
wired to it, and held a variety of pic- 
tures. Other small boards were set 
around here and there. The gem of 
our collection consisted of some 
twenty-odd large colored pictures—too 
large for the regular file—mounted on 
bristol board, and including such sub- 
jects as the interior of a Greek house, 
a medieval castle, a chariot-race, and a 
galleon under full sail. One of these 
was set in each window, on the top of 
the lower sash; and with the smaller 
pictures mounted on the wrapping pa- 
pers, they formed a sort of drop-pat- 
tern frieze all around the room. 


We found four old out-dated stiff 
show-cards that had supports at the 
back so they would stand up. These 
we covered with the same useful wrap- 
ping-paper, and fastened pictures both 
on front and back by paper-clips. 
These, and a couple of old display 
racks, gave variety to the tables, of 
which we were able to find six, no two 
of them the same size. On these the 
rest of the pictures were arranged, 
singly, or in groups and piles. One 
table held only Bible pictures, one was 
devoted to geography of many coun- 
tries, one to ancient history, one to 
miscellaneous pictures, — Stamps, 
Christmas, Transportation, Costume, 
Western life, Snow crystals, Dragons, 
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Birds,—to name only a few of the sub- 
ject headings used. 

Our pictures come from a number 
of sources; discarded magazines, book- 
jackets, rotogravure sections, travel 
folders, advertisements. A few have 
been purchased, but none of those 
shown in this exhibition except some 
of the Bible pictures. A very inter- 
esting series of old English inns, an- 
other of such historic places as Cawdor 
Castle, Haddon Hall, ete., and a third 
of English Clubs of the seventeenth 
century, were all found in the adver- 
tising pages of some old numbers of 
the Illustrated London News. Fortu- 
nately, the few lines on each that re- 
ferred to John Haig’s Whiskey were 
easily eliminated, and the pictures and 
explanatory notes will be, we feel sure, 
of great use to both teachers and stu- 
dents of English literature. 

Since the juvenile department has 
also a picture file, and we did not wish 
to trespass on their territory, we sent 
notices of the display only to teachers 
of the Junior and Senior High Schools. 
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However, the Supervisor of Elemen- 
tary Education came to see it, and was 
so enthusiastic about the aid the pic- 
tures will be to visual education, that 
she sent a special bulletin to all the 
schools, urging the teachers, especially 
of the sixth grade, not only to visit it 
themselves, but if possible to bring 
their classes. We had planned to keep 
the pictures on view only for a week, 
but there has been so much interest 
and so many have begged for exten- 
sion of the time, that we are now in 
the third week of the display. No rec- 
ord has been kept of the visitors, but 
they have been many, both old and 
young. Several have spent hours 
among the pictures, and come back 
more than once, and their comments 
have been extremely interesting. Many 
have for the first time become aware 
that they may borrow pictures as well 
as books. Whether or not there is an 
increase in the picture circulation, the 
pleasure the exhibition has given, not 
only to our patrons but to ourselves, 
has made it well worth while. 


COLUMBIA INITIATES NEW LIBRARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM 


An entirely new curriculum, accom- 
panied by changes in educational poli- 
cies and procedures which represent an 
innovation in the professional training 
of librarians in this country, will re- 
sult from action which has just been 
taken by the Faculty of the School of 
Library Service of Columbia Univer- 
sity, it has been announced at the Uni- 
versity by Dean Charles C. Williamson. 

The new curriculum organizes the 
first-year’s work into fewer and larger 
units. The study of technical library 
processes and routine operations is re- 
duced to a minimum, emphasis being 
placed upon a thorough knowledge of 
the books essential in different kinds 
of library service, an understanding of 
the principles underlying library or- 
ganization and administration, and an 
appreciation of the fundamental social 
and educational function of the library. 
One of the new courses to be offered 
has to do with the reading interests 





and habits of adults. The new pro- 
gram as a whole aims more definitely 
to prepare the student for the higher 
levels of professional library service. 
The public library will, for example, 
be looked upon less as an efficient 
machine for the circulation of books 
and more as a primary agency in every 
community for adult education and in 
all but the larger centers the focal 
point for the cultural and intellectual 
interests of the whole population out- 
side of and beyond the formal educa- 
tion provided by the public schools. 
The most significant feature of the 
new program is a definite plan and 
procedure to encourage mature and ex- 
perienced students of better than aver- 
age ability to meet the requirements 
for the first degree without following 
the more elementary prescribed courses. 
In ten or a dozen of the general and 
more specialized subjects opportunity 
will be offered to secure exemption 














January, 1936] 


from prescribed courses by passing 
comprehensive examinations for which 
the candidate can prepare by studying 
elsewhere or by independent study 
guided by complete syllabi for each 
subject. This will enable the mature 
student to utilize his experience to the 
maximum extent in meeting the for- 
mal requirements for the professional 
degree. 


Time released by exemption from 
the more elementary and _ technical 
courses will be devoted to advanced 
and specialized courses in the profes- 
‘sional school or to graduate study in 
some field in which the student may 
wish to combine the equipment of the 
subject specialist with the professional 
training of the librarian. This new 
system is designed to meet the grow- 
ing demand for librarians with thor- 
ough professional training who also 
are at home in the subject matter and 
literature of one or more of the natural 
sciences, ancient and modern lan- 
guages, literature, history, social 
sciences, music, art, and the other pro- 
fessions, such as law, medicine, archi- 
tecture, business, engineering, etc. 


Because of the great number and 
variety of types of libraries in New 
York City and the suburban area many 
young librarians are attracted to New 
York from other parts of the country 
by the opportunity to carry on their 
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studies while holding positions. This 
means a large number of part-time 
students. The School of Library Serv- 
ice has for several years provided 
many evening classes. Under the new 
plan opportunities for librarians-in- 
service to complete their work for the 
professional degree will be considerably 
extended. 

The new Columbia plan for the 
training of librarians is believed to be 
the first thorough-going application of 
the so-called Chicago College Plan to 
the curriculum of a professional school. 
Satisfactory work in courses over a 
stated period of residence will no 
longer automatically lead to the pro- 
fessional degree. Candidates for the 
first professional degree under the new 
plan will be required to pass a half 
dozen or more comprehensive examina- 
tions in the different fields covered by 
the curriculum. Though these qualify- 
ing examinations will normally be 
taken at the end of the period of resi- 
dent study, they can be taken at any 
of the stated examination periods— 
probably three times a year. Not only 
may a candidate postpone his exam- 
inations to allow for more thorough 
preparation, but he may try the exam- 
inations in many subjects in advance 
of his registration. If successful he 
will then be permitted to take advanced 
courses or broaden his program to in- 
clude graduate study in other fields. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION AT URBANA 


The Illinois Chapter of the Special 
Libraries Association on November 16 
for the first time held one of its regu- 
lar monthly meetings in Urbana. The 
University of Illinois Library Club, of 
which Rose B. Phelps of the Library 
School faculty is president, provided 
the luncheon at the University Club. 

Mrs. Lucille Keck, librarian of the 
Joint Reference Library of Chicago and 
president of the Illinois chapter, pre- 
sided. P. L. Windsor, director of the 
University of Illinois Library and di- 
rector of the Library School, talked 
briefly about the administration of de- 
partmental libraries at the university. 

Following the luncheon the out-of- 
town guests visited the main library 


and the departmental libraries and 
reading rooms on the campus in which 
they were interested. 


The meeting attracted twenty-six 
members of the Illinois chapter from 
Chicago and Decatur, and the Univer- 
sity library and library school was rep- 
resented by about forty from its staff 
and faculty. Among those present 
were Etheldred Abbott, librarian of the 
Art Institute libraries in Chicago, vice 
president of the Special Libraries As- 
sociation, and Mrs. Isabella Brokaw 
Wallace, librarian of the Standard Oil 
Company of Indiana, chairman of the 
Science and Technology group of the 
association. 
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FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 


Fellowships and scholarships are 
available to librarians for the academic 
year 1936-37 from both the Carnegie 
Corporation and the University of Chi- 
cago. These grants will enable persons 
who have shown promise of contribut- 
ing to the advancement of the library 
profession to pursue a year of special 
study or research in library problems. 

Applications for the grants from the 
Carnegie Corporation must be filed be- 
fore February 1, 1936 with the chair- 
man of the A. L. A. Committee on 
Fellowships and Scholarships, Harri- 
son W. Craver, Engineering Societies 
Library, 29 West 39th St., New York 
City. In general applicants should be 
graduates of approved colleges or uni- 
versities and have had one year’s work 
in a library school and satisfactory ex- 
perience. 


The fellowship grant will be $1,500 
or more, varying according to the re- 
quirements of the recipient, and the 
scholarship, which will be awarded to 
persons of less extensive experience 
and training, will vary from $750 to 
$1,000. 


The three fellowships offered by the 
University of Chicago will be grants of 
$1,000 each. Applications must be in 
the hands of the Dean of the Graduate 
Library School on or before March 1, 
1936. 


Applicants must possess a bachelor’s 
degree or equivalent, have completed at 
least one year in an accredited library 
school, and have had at least one year 
of library experience under approved 
conditions. 


1936 CONFERENCE OF THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The Fifty-eighth Annual Confer- 
ence of the American Library Associa- 
tion will be held May 11-16 in Rich- 


mond, Virginia, with headquarters at 
the John Marshall Hotel. 


INTERNATIONAL MIND ALCOVE 


Four books were added to the Inter- 
national Mind Alcove collections in 
August and eleven in November. 
These, with the other titles already 
placed in the Library Extension Divi- 
sion by the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, Division of Inter- 
course and Education, are available for 
circulation to individuals throughout 
the State. 

The recent additions are: 
BUCHAN, JouHN. The people’s king. 

Houghton, $2.75. 

CapeK, Karu. President Masaryk tells 
his story. Putnam, $2.50. 

Desmonp, A. C. South American adven- 
tures. Macmillan, $2.50. 


THE ForeIGN Poxticy of the powers. 
Harper, $1.50. 


MacCreaGH, Gorpon. The last of free 
Africa. Appleton, $4.00. 

MILLER, JANET. Camel-bells of Baghdad. 
Houghton, $3.00. 

Mor.ey,. CHRISTOPHER. Hasta la vista. 
Doubleday, $2.00. 

THe Treaty of Versailles and after. 
Oxford, $1.50. 

Aanrup, Hans. Sidsel Longskirt and 
Solve Suntrap. Winston, $2.00. 

Evpriper, E. J. Yen-foh. Whitman, $1.00. 

OLcoTT, VireintaA. Concetta, the coral 
girl. Stokes, $1.75. 

PETERSHAM, Maup AND Miska. _ Story 
book of gold. Winston, $.60. 

. Story book of iron and steel. 
Winston, $.60. 

Sowers, Mrs. PHytiuis (AYER). Carlos 
and Lola. Crowell, $1.50. 

. Lotus mark. Macmillan, $1.75. 
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ILLINOIS MEMBERS ON A. L. A. COMMITTEES 


Illinois librarians, realizing the need 
of nation-wide library service, and the 
value of co-operative effort, serve on 
many of the committees of the Ameri- 
can Library Association. They thus 
contribute not only to the advancement 
of libraries within the borders of their 
own state but also aid in promoting 
national progress. 


The list of committee members in 
Illinois was compiled by the American 
Library Association and is printed 
below: 


Abbot, Etheldred, Art Institute Libraries, 
Chicago. (Visual Methods.) 

Babcock, Helen §S., Public Library, Chi- 
cago (South Shore Branch). (Joint 
Committee, A. M. A. and A. L. A.) 

Batchelder, Mildred, American Library 
Association. (Joint Committee N. E. A. 
and A. L. A.) 

Bay, J. Christian, John Crerar Library, 
Chicago. (Cooperation with Lake Placid 
Foundation Committee on Decimal 
Classification. ) 

Black, Dorothy M., Univ. of Illinois Li- 
brary, Urbana. (Subscription Books.) 

Boyd, Anne M., Univ. of Illinois Library 
School, Urbana. (Chapters and Sec- 
tions. ) 

Browning, Earl W., Public Library, 
Peoria. (Bookbinding, chairman, Sub- 
committee on Specifications for Library 
Binding, Joint with Library Binding 
Institute.) 

Butler, Pierce, Graduate Library School, 
Univ. of Chicago, Chicago. (Bibliog- 
raphy.) 

Cartwright, Charles M., Public Library, 
Evanston. (Fire Insurance.) 

Chancellor, John, American Library As- 
sociation, Chicago. (Parent Education, 
ex-officio.) 

Charlton, Alice, John Crerar Library, 
Chicago. (Cooperative Cataloging, Ad- 
visory Committee.) 

Conway, Eleanor J., Chicago Historical 
Society Library, Chicago. (Elections.) 

Dillon, Dorothy, Public Library, Chicago. 
(Hospital Libraries.) 

Ditto, Rebecca, Public Library, La- 
Grange. (Membership, Illinois.) 

Duggan, Hileen, American Library Asso- 
ciation, Chicago. (Cooperation with 
Lake Placid Foundation Committee on 
Decimal Classification.) 

Field, Pearl I., Legler Branch, Public Li- 
brary, Chicago. (Elections.) 

Gallagher, Michael F., Public Library, 
Highland Park. (Library Revenues.) 

Glasgow, Stella R., Public Library, Lake 
Forest. (Special Membership, Illinois.) 


Gray, William Scott, Dept. of Education, 
Univ. of Chicago, Chicago. (Adult 
Reading. ) 

Green, Janet M., American Hospital As- 
sociation, Chicago. (Hospital  Li- 
braries. ) 

Grieson, Mrs. Valeria Easton, U. S. Vet- 
erans Administration Facility, Hines. 
(Hospital Libraries.) 

Hanson, James C. M., Graduate Library 
School, Univ. of Chicago, Chicago. (Co- 
operative Cataloging, Executive Com- 
mittee; Catalog Code Revision.) 

Joeckel, Carleton B., Graduate Library 
School, Univ. of Chicago, Chicago. (Ad- 
visory Board for the Study of Special 
Projects, chairman; Federal Relations, 
chairman.) 

Jones, Carrie Maude, National Association 
of Real Estate Boards, Chicago. (Elec- 
tions.) 

Keck, Mrs. Lucille Liebermann, Joint 
Reference Library, Chicago. (Federal 
Relations; Salaries, Employment and 
Schemes of Library Service; Annuities 
and Pensions.) 

Keith, Effie A., Northwestern Univ. Li- 
brary, Evanston. (Library Equipment 
and Appliances.) 

King, Elizabeth MacBride, Public Library, 
Chicago. (Library Terminology.) 

Korman, Abram Boris, Public Library, 
Chicago. (Work with the Foreign 
Born.) 

Krieg, Amelia, Univ. of Illinois Library 
School, Urbana. (Committee Appoint- 
ments; Catalog Code Revision.) 

Kuhlman, A. L., Univ. of Chicago Li- 
braries, Chicago. (Public Documents, 
chairman.) 

Langworthy, Mrs. B. F., National Con- 
gress of Parents and Teachers, 6 N. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago. (Parent Edu- 
cation.) 

Levin, Nathan R., Public Library, Chi- 
cago. (Joint Committee, A. M. A. and 
A. L. A, chairman; Finance, chair- 
man.) 

Lewis, Leora J., F. E. Compton & Co., 
Chicago. (Committee on Library Ad- 
ministration, Subcommittee on Inven- 
tory and Replacement, chairman.) 

Lyle, Guy R., Univ. of Illinois Library 
School, Urbana. (Publicity.) 

Milam, Carl H., American Library Asso- 
ciation, Chicago. (National Library 
Planning; Program.) 

Miles, Arnold, Public Administration 
Service, Chicago. (Library Adminis- 
tration; Federal Relations Committee.) 

Miller, Robert Alexander, Graduate Li- 
brary School, Univ. of Chicago. (Com- 
mittee on Library Administration, Sub- 
committee on Cost Accounting.) 

Oliver, Marion, Public Library, Chicago. 
(Reprints and Inexpensive Editions.) 
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Paterson, Edward M., Public Library, Chi- 
cago. (Work with the Blind.) 

Peterson, Mrs. Mildred Othmer, 2124 
Auburn, Rockford. (Visual Methods.) 

Price, Anna May, Library Extension Di- 
vision, State Library, Springfield. 
(Special Membership, Illinois.) 

Purvin, Mrs. M. L., 5242. Hyde Park Blvd., 
Chicago. (Membership, trustees.) 

Randall, William M., Graduate Library 
School, Univ. of Chicago. (Cooperative 
Cataloging Advisory Committee; Cata- 
log Code Revision.) 

Rawls, Alice Marion, Burnham Library, 
Art Institute, Chicago. (Elections.) 
Roden, Carl B., Public Library, Chicago. 

(Book Buying.) 

Schumacher, Dorothy, Lane Technical 
High School Library, Chicago. (Elec- 
tions, chairman.) 

Sharpe, Jean MacNeill, Rockford College 
Library, Rockford. (Salaries, Employ- 
ment and Schemes of Library Service.) 

Teal, William, Public Library, Cicero. 
(Travel.) 

Trotier, Arnold H., Univ. of Illinois Li- 
brary, Urbana. (Cataloging and Classi- 
fication; Catalog Code Revision.) 

Utley, George Burwell, Newberry Library, 
Chicago. (A. L. A. Conferences; Bogle 
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Memorial; Special Membership, Illi- 
nois. ) : 

Ver Nooy, Winifred, Univ. of Chicago 
Library, Chicago. (Membership, chair- 
man.) 

Waller, Katherine, Public Library, Evans- 
ton. (School Libraries, chairman.) 

Waples, Douglas, Graduate Library 
School, Univ. of Chicago, Chicago. 
(School Libraries.) 

Whitcomb, Adah Frances, Public Library, 
Chicago. (Council Program.) 

Whitmack, Anne L., Free Public Library, 
Wilmette. (Elections.) 

Wilson, Louis Round, Graduate Library 
School, Univ. of Chicago, Chicago. 
(Council Program, chairman; Federal 
Aid, chairman; National Library Plan- 
ning, chairman; Program, chairman.) 

Windle, John T., Newberry Library, Chi- 
cago. (Library Administration Com- 
mittee Subcommittee on Measuring 
Reference Service.) 

Windsor, Phineas L., Univ. of Illinois 
Library, Urbana. (Finance; Advisory 
Board for the Study of Special Projects.) 

Wright, Ida F., Public Library, Evanston. 
(Publicity, chairman; Annuities and 
Pensions. ) 

Yaggy, Thelma, Public Library, Evanston. 
(Elections. ) 


LIBRARY NOTES 


ArtTHourR. Bids for the redecoration 
of the public library have been sub- 
mitted to the board of trustees. 


Avrora. The branch reading room 
of the public library in the Advent 
Christian Church was reopened in 
October after being closed for the sum- 
mer months. Some nine hundred books 
have been placed in the reading room. 
The church furnishes the room and two 
library attendants, but the library re- 
tains full supervision of the work. 

The librarian, Julia Fink, spoke at 
the Assembly of the Aurora College on 
the subject of “Libraries in Europe.” 


BARRINGTON. Beginning January 3 
the library will be open an additional 
day each week and will also remain 
open continuously from 3:00 p. m. to 
8:30 p. m. 


BeEtLwoop. Members of the library 
board of trustees have been scheduled 
to talk before several school organiza- 
tions on books and libraries. 


“. 


BROOKFIELD. Juvenile patrons as- 
sisted the librarian in preparing the 
Christmas display—a miniature cot- 
tage in the Black Forest of Germany. 


CHAMPAIGN. Books and periodicals 
at the Public Library are being re- 
paired as a WPA project which was 
released the latter part of October. 
The total allocation for the project is 
$3,131. Five women are employed and 
it is expected that some 6,000 volumes 
will be repaired. Approximately 100 
books a week have been repaired during 
the last four weeks. 


Cuicaco. Members of the staff of 
the Chicago Public Library responded 
to the requests of a large number of 
P. T. A. groups for special talks in 
observation of Book Week. Agatha 
Shea, director of children’s work for 
branches, talked at the Mandel Broth- 
ers’ Playland October 29 on “New 
Children’s Books.” 





ee 





Lae TORRE lo 


eee, | 





January, 1936] 


Cicero. An electric charging ma- 
chine has been installed in the Public 
Library. 


Cuinton. The approval of a PWA 
project the latter part of December will 
permit the redecoration of the library. 
The project calls for an expenditure 
of $2,016, of which $230 is contributed 
by the library. 


CoLLINSVILLE. The city council ap- 
proved the plans of the local library 
board for the construction of a new 
library building with the adoption of 
an ordinance November 28. 

The building is estimated to cost 
$19,400, of which approximately $9,000 
is being requested as a federal grant. 


Des Puarnes. Additional shelving 
has been installed in the public library 
to relieve the overcrowded condition in 
the book stacks. 


East Mo.tne. The new building 
was formally opened November 4 with 
a brief dedicatory program. Senator 
R. M. Harper presided, and after a 
short talk, introduced the speakers, 
Mayor Charles F. Carpentier; William 
K. Schulzke, architect of the building ; 
Alice Williams, librarian of the Moline 
Public Library; and Mrs. W. D. Chap- 
man, president of the Silvis Public 
Library Board. 

The building, erected at a cost of ap- 
proximately $23,000, is of modified 
modern type. It is 34 by 36 feet, one 
story and basement, with a reference 
wing, 14 by 24 feet at the rear of the 
main room. The building is of brick 
with stone trimming and is fireproof 
throughout. The book capacity of the 
building is more than double that of 
the old building. 


East St. Louis. An index to the 
East St. Louis Journal since 1890 is 
being prepared for the local library as 
a WPA project. All local events will 
be recorded. Six girls and a supervisor 
have been assigned to the project. 


Exatn. Members of the Elgin Fly- 
ing Club, in disbanding, voted the 
balance of $23.70 in their treasury to 


ILLINOIS LIBRARIES 15 


the Gail Borden Public Library for the 
purchase of aeronautical books. 


Evanston. Notice of an allotment 
of $37,604 was received by the Public 
Library in November from the state 
WPA office. The original project pro- 
vides for the employment of 31 per- 
sons from relief rolls and three from 
non-relief. Included will be clerical 
workers, typists, a poster artist, gar- 
dener, bibliographer, cabinet maker, 
and two research workers. 


GALEsBuRG. Service to the local 
CCC camp is being carried on by the 
Public Library. A collection of books 
in charge of a recreational officer has 
been placed at the camp. 


GLEN Exttyn. A check for $275 has 
been given to the library by the Friends 
of the Library. 

C. S. Hill of Downers Grove, land- 
scape architect, has planned and super- 
vised the work of landscaping the 
library grounds. New shrubs were 
planted to replace or supplement the 


old shrubbery. A new walk was also 
laid. 


Harrissurc. A file of the Harris- 
burg Chronicle-Sentinel from August, 
1881 to November, 1883 has been given 
to the library. 


Robert Faner of the Southern Illi- 
nois Teachers College, Carbondale, 
spoke at the public library December 
5 on Mark Twain and his works. 


Harvarp. A circulation per capita 
during the past year of 10.9 books, at a 
cost of $.92 per capita was reported at 
the annual meeting of the Delos F. 
Diggins Library board in October. The 
total circulation for the year was 
32,664, and 2,585 borrowers are regis- 
tered. 


The library has been allotted $600 by 
the WPA for book repair work. 


Hitussporo. A gift from an anony- 
mous Yale graduate, consisting of 16 
volumes, has been received by the local 
library. 
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JERSEYVILLE. A check for $500 has 
been received by the Jerseyville Public 
Library from T. S. Chapman of Chi- 
cago. The gift will probably be ex- 
pended for books and magazines. 


KANKAKEE. A repair program at 
the public library was completed in 
December with the construction of con- 
crete front steps. During the past few 
months a new roof of composition 
shingles has been laid, the basement 
floors concreted and the entire interior 
redecorated at a cost of about $2,500. 


LaGrRANGE. A check for $500 from 
the estate of O. R. Helmstein was re- 
ceived by the library in October. The 
money is to be retained as an endow- 
ment, and the interest used for the 
purchase of scientific books. 

Sixteen volumes published by the 
Yale University press have been re- 
ceived by the library, the gift of an 
anonymous “graduate of Yale.” 


LITCHFIELD. Five WPA _ workers 
have been employed at the library, re- 
pairing the building. The wings were 
reroofed ; the interior of the building 
replastered and redecorated; and the 
woodwork, floors and furniture re- 
finished and varnished. 

New lighting fixtures were installed 
in the basement rest room, which was 
also redecorated. 


The first session of the 
discussion group sponsored by the 
library was held October 7%. F. P. 
Rosette, of Marshall Field’s book de- 
partment, discussed current books, en- 
livening the talk with his personal 
impressions of a number of contem- 
porary authors. 


LOCKPORT. 


Mayrwoop. The local library has re- 
ceived notice of its probable allotment 
of a 45 per cent grant by the Public 
Works Administration for a projected 
building program estimated at $25,300. 

The major improvement under con- 
sideration is the conversion of the up- 
per hall into a children’s room and spe- 
cial study rooms. The partitions in 
the basement would be removed to 
make one large assembly room. 
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The library’s method of procedure 
for obtaining the necessary amount to 
match the government grant has not 
yet been decided. 


MEtrose Park. The addition to 
the Public Library is now being fur- 
nished and will shortly be open to the 
public for use. 


Menpota. The Graves Public Li- 
brary was a recipient of a gift of 16 
books published by the Yale University 
Press. The gift was made possible by 
a Yale graduate. 


MILLEDGEVILLE. The Mary Flet- 
cher Library’s book repair project has 
been approved by the WPA office. The 
sum of $1,201 is to be expended on the 
project. 


Mourne. Approval of a project for 
the repair of books in the Moline li- 
brary has been released by the state 
WPA office. The expenditure of $1,890 
was authorized. 


OtnEY. The service of an assistant 
has been assigned to the library by the 
Richland County WPA office. The 
project is approved for a year. 


OrEGon. The new Columbia ency- 
clopedia was included in a group of 
books given to the library by Mrs. 
Frank O. Lowden. 

The Oregon Public Library has al- 
so received the collection of 16 books 
from “a graduate of Yale.” 


PEKIN. The employment of ten 
persons in repairing library books was 
authorized November 15. The total 
cost of the project, which is shared by 
the library and the federal government, 
is to be $5,760. 

Approximately 100 volumes a day 
more were circulated by the Pekin Pub- 
lic Library in 1935 than in 1930. 
About 1,500 volumes were added to the 
collection during the past year. 

An exhibit of commercial art by 
Myrtle Dittmer of Pekin was held dur- 
ing November. Miss Dittmer won first 
prize in the Federal school of Art con- 
test in Minneapolis and third prize in 
the Latham foundation poster contest 
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at Leland Stanford University, Cali- 
fornia. 

The library is now open for three 
hours on Sunday afternoon for reading 
only. 


Pror1a. Two proposed branch li- 
braries in Peoria have been included in 
the WPA construction program. The 
plans for the East Bluff Branch Library 
and the proposed North Side building 
call for one-story structures of brick, in 
Colonial style, erected at an approxi- 
mate cost of $17,108. 


Princeton. The Matson Public Li- 
brary is the beneficiary of a $1,000 be- 
quest from the estate of Mrs. Violet 
Mercer. 


RIversIDE. “The Spell of Norway”, 
was the subject of an illustrated lecture 
by A. E. Williams of the Norwegian- 
American lines at the November meet- 
ing of the Friends of the Library. In 
December John A. Scott, head of the 
Greek department of Northwestern 
University, lectured on “Ancient 
Equivalent of Modern Newspapers.” 


Rock Istanp. Twelve reading ta- 
bles, matching the new charging desk, 
have been ordered by the public li- 
brary. 

The board has offered to supply a 
collection of books at the new Long- 
fellow School if the Board of Educa- 
tion will supply the necessary furni- 
ture. The library board has also of- 
fered to spend $500 on the purchase of 
new books. 


St. Cartes. The new children’s 
room at the public library was form- 
ally opened to the public November 20 
with a special meeting at which Mrs. 
Gladys C. Norton of Elgin spoke on 
children’s literature. Members of the 
Young Mothers’ Club and teachers of 
the elementary schools were special 
guests of the library. 
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The English type basement was re- 
modeled for a reading room for chil- 
dren as a federal project. Harold Col- 
son, president of the Board of Di- 
rectors, planned all the changes and 
supervised the remodeling. 


SPRINGFIELD. A branch reading 
room has been established at the Sal- 
vation Army. Both equipment and 
books have been provided by the li- 
brary. The room will be open from 
8:30 a. m. until 7:30 p. m. but no 
books are to be circulated for home use. 

A charging desk has been placed in 
the lobby of the main library and all 
books will be charged there rather than 
in the separate departments. 


WaTERLOO. Extensive repairs have 
been made to the Morrison-Talbott Li- 
brary. The exterior was repainted, and 
the interior walls and woodwork reno- 
vated. Linoleum was laid in all the 
library rooms and the hall. An illum- 
inated sign has just been installed. 

The collection of books were classi- 
fied and up-to-date library routines in- 
stalled by the Library Extension Di- 
vision which reorganized the library in 
December. 


WuHeEaton. A longer schedule is 
now in effect, with the library op- 
erating on a 62 hour week. Sunday 
afternoon hours for reading only have 
also been added. 

A book repair project is now in op- 
eration in the Public Library and is 
scheduled to continue for one year. 
There are four men employed, all of 
whom have been formerly employed at 
binderies. It is expected that some 
7,500 volumes will be reconditioned. 


Wuite Hatt. The Register, the lo- 
cal newspaper from 1869 to the present 
is being indexed as a WPA project 
sponsored by the library. A trained li- 
brarian is in charge of the work and 
there are three assistants. 
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PERSONALS 


Mildred Batchelder, formerly librar- 
ian of the Haven Intermediate High 
School, Evanston, has been appointed 
school library specialist in the newly 
organized School and Children’s Li- 
brary Division, American Library As- 
sociation. 

W. E. Chism of the Glen Ellyn li- 
brary board addressed the DuPage 
County Library Association on the 
“Duties of a Library Trustee” at the 
October meeting held at the Elmhurst 
Public Library. 

Mary Egan resigned as librarian of 
the Haish Memorial Library, DeKalb, 
to become librarian of the Highland 
Park Library in December. 

Anna Hoover, librarian of the 
Galesburg Public Library since 1900, 
resigned her position January 1. For 
the present Miss Hoover will do bib- 
liographic research. 

Dr. James A. James of Evanston has 
been elected president of the Illinois 
State Historical Society succeeding the 
late Dr. Otto L. Schmidt of Chicago. 
Ernest E. East of Peoria and Wayne C. 
Townley of Bloomington have been 
named to the Board of Directors of 
the Society. 

Effie Lansden, librarian of the pub- 
lic library, spoke to the Cairo Rotary 
Club on the history of the public li- 
brary since its organization as an as- 
sociation library in 1877. 


Dorothy Mahle, a graduate of the 
University of Michigan Library School, 
was appointed cataloguer at the Glen- 
coe Public Library in October. For a 
short time she has been cataloguer at 
the Maywood Public Library. 


Mrs. Emily M. Minter has been ap- 
pointed librarian of the Haish Memor- 
ial Library, DeKalb. Mrs. Minter, 
who attended library school at Western 
Reserve, has been librarian of the 
Janesville, Wisconsin, Public Library 
since 1927. 


Charlotte Ryan reviewed the history 
of the Jacksonville Public Library for 
the Rotarians at their weekly luncheon 
October 25. 


Katherine Swaam of Elgin has 
joined the staff of the Peoria Public 
Library. For the present she is acting 
as assistant in hospital work, but will 
shortly be transferred to the Art De- 
partment. Miss Swaam took a library 
course at the University of Oklahoma. 


Alice Williams of the Moline Public 
Library was the guest speaker at the 
book week program of the Cambridge 
Woman’s Club November 20. 


W. Curtiss Wynn has been named li- 
brarian of the Galesburg Public Li- 
brary. Mr. Wynn was a member of 
the faculty of Lombard College until 
its merger with Knox College. 
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